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Good morning!

If you would, please go ahead and open your Bibles to Acts chapter 2. 

I heard recently about a little guy who had seen his dad get baptized at church the week before. 

He went and got out all of his G. I. Joes and action figures, lined them up in front of a bucket of water, and grabbed them one by one saying, “I baptize you in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and into the hole you goest.”

That little guy might just grow up to be a preacher some day!

We said last week that challenges are a good thing especially if you are committed to doing it together! 

Last week I gave you a challenge that over the course of this five week study that you would seek to live in authentic community by investing time, committing to join and participate in Sunday school of or our Wednesday evening study, or by meeting with at least one person, once a week in an effort to help each other grown in Christ-likeness. 

The objective of this five week study is to discover and engage in the five purposes of the church. 

We are learning how we can take big steps toward reaching our God-given potential, and we are strengthening our relationships with God and with one another. 

We said that we want a transformation in our thinking about the church—not just viewing it as a place to come to—but realizing that it is a vibrant family to belong to. 

We want to become the church: A community of faith—powerful, inspirational, and transformational—touching our community and the world with the power of the Gospel! 

That is the vision we have for this five week study... and even after that.

Each week I am giving you a weekly challenge related to the five purposes of the church we are studying. 

Last week I shared with you that one of the five purposes of the church is community. 

We looked at the importance of being part of an authentic community of faith where you can personally experience love, encouragement, and support. 

As I have already sad, the challenge issued last week was to commit to joining a Sunday school class, Wednesday evening study, one to one study or even joining a ministry team serving together where you commit to meeting with someone each week where you can know and be known, love and be loved, serve and be served. 

So, how are you doing so far? By a show of hands, how many of you are doing that? 

I pray that you’ll embrace the experience and engage yourself in the five purposes of the church. If need help connecting or maybe you want to start a new small group see me or give me a call these week. Let’s talk.

As you participate in authentic community you will discover how you can reach your God-given potential and you will experience the love, joy, peace, and fulfillment that comes from connecting with God and His family.

Today we’ll learn what our challenge for this week is, which has to do with the second purpose of the church—worship.

As we are talking about worship this morning, I thought it would be helpful to take a moment and just consider what worship is not.

Here a short video called Wrong Worship CD. Take a  look.

[Video]

Our foundational passage for these thirty days is Acts 2:42–47. 

If you would, please turn in your Bibles there to Acts chapter 2.

Follow me as I read from Acts 2:42 (read through v. 47). 

They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

43 Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. 

44 All the believers were together and had everything in common. 45 Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. 

46 Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 47 praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. 

And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 

Members of the first church devoted themselves to the Apostles’ teaching, to the fellowship, to the Lord’s Supper (communion), and prayer. 

As a result it says they were, “… praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people.”
This week, I want to talk to you about the power of worship: What it is and why is it so important to us?

But I also want us to consider from the perspective of cooperate worship and private or every moment worship.

So first, what I worship?

Turn in your Bibles to Revelation 4:9. 

Revelation 4 is a scene from heaven. It’s from a day when God’s people and some other members of creation come into God’s presence. 

You know how exciting it is to be in the same room with a famous celebrity—like if Ben Roethlisberger were here today, or Jennifer Lopez, or maybe an important person from history like George Washington or Martin Luther King?

Well in this scene, people gather near God. Let me read to you what happens when they gather. [Read Rev. 4:9–11]

Whenever the living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne, and worship him who lives for ever and ever. 

They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being." 

They’re praising God because He created all things and keeps all things going. 

I’m thankful for that; how about you?  

Flip forward three chapters to Revelation 7 and look at verse 9. This is another mass worship scene in heaven. [Read Rev. 7:9–12]
After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. 

They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

"Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb." 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 

"Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!" 

People from everywhere and every language are praising God because He saved them. 

And the angels are chiming in, that apart from anything God has done, He deserves praise just for who He is because He’s wise and powerful and strong and eternal. The truth about humans, and every other created being is …

Worship is all about God! Worship is about ascribing to, or acknowledging who God is and what He has done.

Think about this:
1. We were wired for worship (Rev. 4:11; 7:9).

We were made to worship because we are made to give glory to our Maker.

I have my new DROID Razr M phone. I use it every day, for a whole bunch of things. I make phone calls with it, text with it, check my calendar, e-mail, and the weather. I use it as a GPS when I’m driving. 

I use it to listen to books while I walk and it even keeps track of how many calories I burn during those walks!

Every time this Droid performs a task. And when it does it and does it well, it reflects well on and folks at Motorola who made it. 

That’s what great creations do—they reflect well on their makers. 

And that’s what worship is: reflecting well or giving glory to your maker—and at least on occasion, gathering with others to acknowledge your gratitude for being made and provided for.

The Bible’s opening chapter says, “God saw all that he had made, and it was very good.” Very good things give glory to the one who made them. They can’t help it.

Like a cell phone was wired for communication, we are wired for worship.

And there is something special about us doing that together. As we have seen in those images from the throne room of heaven found in the book of Revelation, God is please in our cooperate worship.

The God who made us would like our worship to go deeper and worship Him together as the early church did in Acts chapter 2. 

He asks us to give Him glory by getting together with other members of His family on a regular basis.

If you turn to the left several pages to the book of Hebrews, and you’ll find a verse that competes with your busy weekend schedule—things like school sport and traveling soccer teams, and weekend trips. 

Hebrews 10:24–25 says, “And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 25 Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another--and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
“The Day,” of course, is the day of Christ’s return. And with every passing day, that day gets closer. 

The Bible says it’s good for us to meet together so that we can spur one another on toward love and good deeds. 

That’s the purpose of my sermon, every week. The Bible says that meeting together ought to be a habit. We ought to do it every week. 

The second reason worship is important is because …

2. God’s will is for us to gather weekly (Heb. 10:24–25).

Say this after me: “Let us not give up meeting together …” (“Let us not give up meeting together …”)

That phrase, “meeting together,” is episunagogen in Greek. 

“Episunagogen”—try it out loud, episunagogen.

Episunagogen is made up of two words: epi, meaning, “in” (or “upon”) and sunagogen, which sounds a lot like a Jewish word you already know. 

What does it sound like? (“Synagogue.”) 

Hebrews 10 says, “Let us not give up episunagoging—meeting in the synagogue” (or for us, the church).

Why: because we need what meeting together can do for us. We need to episunagoge because when we’re here, we grow and give God glory. 

The Bible describes a lot of positive habits that help us give God glory, but in my opinion, gathering for weekly worship is the primary, foundational habit, because it’s the one that resets our priorities every week, before the week begins.

See, our lives are a non-stop blitz of messages and inputs. 

We read books and magazines, we watch television shows, we listen to the radio while we’re driving and to our iPods while we’re exercising or working in the yard. 

All of these inputs are telling us something about life. Watching WWF Smackdown and Survivor communicates a certain way to win, and The Real Housewives of New Jersey and The Kardashians tell us how they think we should dress and talk and treat others. 

We may not agree with what they say or how the people on those shows act, but the video recorder of our memories is always running and always storing what we see. So these inputs influence us.

On top of that, in the 1970s the average American experienced about five hundred ads a day telling us what we deserved and what we should want. 

Today, along with old-school outlets like television, magazines, billboards, and radio, are website banner ads and cell phone ads from Facebook, Google, Pinterest, Groupon, and so on. 

So that number has accelerated to five thousand ads a day that are saying, “Buy me, try me, taste me, wear me, or put me in your hair.” 

Our eyeports and earports and brain synapses absorb them all, causing us to view God, people, and the world around us with distorted lenses. 

So where does that get corrected? 

Where do you go to be reminded that you’re not necessarily the center of the universe ... that the one with the most toys doesn’t necessarily win ... or that the things you buy, try, taste and wear aren’t going to make you happy over the long haul? 

The answer is church, where true truth is taught from God’s source of truth: the Bible. In church you hear a message that reminds you that this world doesn’t revolve around you. 

In church you hear that this is your Father’s world. He made it. 

In church the songs, the message, and the people you hang out with remind you that despite how you’ve seen people treated all week, people matter to God and ought to be treated with respect and dignity.

At church, you’re reminded that you are significant and treasured and that God has good plans for you. 

Church reminds you that God has a purpose for every person in this world. 

It reminds you that He wants you to contribute to them, and that character matters and the Lord wants you to act with integrity, honesty, justice, love, joy, peace, and patience.

In my humble opinion, the most important decision you make every week is the decision to come to church because at church you get the interior of your soul reset. 

Your priorities are repositioned and your sense of what’s true can be re-tuned to what’s really right and excellent and worthwhile for your life.

So the challenge this week is to commit to coming to weekly worship at least for the rest of this series. 

It’s an experiment to see if you’ll feel like your life is better lived because you’re being refueled by God and doing what He’s asked you to do by episunagoging every Sunday. 

You were wired for worship and for episunagoging, and God asks you to be present to do that formally and with regularity every seven days.


Now I realize that next week if Youth Sunday se we are going to pause in our series but that doesn’t mean you should pause in your worship!

And I hope you’ll consider making a longer commitment than just this series. 

Yes we are to worship God together but remember that worship doesn’t end with the closing song. Our worship time together in a real since hits the reset button in our lives.

When we gather together for worship you get refocused on God. In our cooperate worship we see afresh who God is and what He has done so when you go out from here you continue to worship God as God.

You put God in proper perspective over every area of your life. You see our worship together should carry with us into our worship in everything we do wherever we are. 

So I want to challenge you this week to do what Romans 12:1 says.

Listen to it from the Message translation:  “…Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering (an act of worship).” 

If fact, why don’t you turn in your Bibles to Romans 12:1 as well. 

Romans 12:1 is like the hinge point of the book of Romans. 

For the first twelve chapters of Romans, the Apostle Paul describes all that God has done for us: how we weren’t doing all that well and God sent His son, Jesus, to come and deliver us. 

Romans 3 says that salvation through Christ is a free gift; Romans 4 says you can receive this gift by faith; and Romans 5–7 describes the freedom you experience once you’ve become part of God’s family. 

For eleven and a half chapters, Paul expresses the amazing things God does for His followers.
 
Then, in 11:36 he describes who God is. He says, “Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments and his paths beyond tracing out!” 

Then, in chapter 12, he says this: [read verse 1].

Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

Paul is saying, “Based on all the mercy God has poured out on you, and because of who He is and what He’s done, there is only one logical response.” 

The Greek word for “spiritual” or “reasonable” there at the end of the verse is logiken (“low-geek-en”). 

Want to try that one? Say: “logiken.” (“Logiken.”)

Logiken is where we get our word, logical from. “Lo-geek ... logic—hear the similarities? 

Paul is saying, “In view of all that God is, and everything God has done for you, your logical response is to worship Him.”  

And the way you worship Him is to present your body as a living sacrifice to God.

Back in Paul’s day, the Jews still worshiped God by bringing a bull, a ram, or a lamb to the altar in the Temple in Jerusalem; slit its throat; and then place its body on the altar as a sacrifice. 

The difference for us is instead of being a dead sacrifice, our logical response to all that God has done for us is to become living sacrifices. 
We are walking-around sacrifices that give God honor all day long.

Some people think that worship only takes place in church on Sundays. 

Sunday worship is incredibly important, but from God’s perspective, worship is more than that. 

Think of it this way:
3. Worship is a verb (Romans 12:1).

It’s not a noun that describes a person, place, or thing. 

It’s a verb that describes an action you should do with every breath you take! 

Like my phone gives Motorola glory by doing what it does well, you give God glory by doing everything you do well. 

The other day I worshiped by doing the dishes. It’s not a job I look forward all the much too, but clean dishes pleases my wife. 

I know my attitude while serving can please or displease God and I want to please God. So I did the dishes cheerfully, and thanked Him for giving me hands to hold them, a sink to soak them in, and a towel to dry them. 

Tomorrow morning, when you get up, you can give God glory by saying, “Thank you, Lord, that I get to live another day.”

When you get in your car, you can give God glory by how you drive to work, and the attitude you maintain toward the drivers around you. 

When the car next to you cuts you off, well, you can choose to give God glory … or not.

At work, you can give God glory by working hard, or you can drain a little glory by slacking off and doing shoddy work.

If you’re a student, you can give God glory by the way you treat your teacher and the way you attack your homework, what kind of appearance you keep. 

Or you can kind of slide off the altar of worship with an attitude and do your own thing. If you’re in sports or an extra-curricular activity, your intensity and teachability there can be either an act of worship, or not. 

Colossians 3:23 says, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as if you were working for the Lord and not for a person.” That’s worship.

Parents, investing in your kids, raising them well, loving them, teaching them truth, reading to them from great literature, exposing them to things they might excel at, and helping them sort out what they might like and be good at can all be acts of worship.

Listen to this once more: Romans 12:1 in the Message, “… Take your everyday, ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God as an offering (an act of worship).” 

That’s how you worship!

So, let’s worship. 

We were made to do it, God asks us to do it, and in view of who He is and all that He’s done for us, it’s the least we can do on Sundays here at church and during the week in every aspect of your life.

This is God’s Word for today. Do you receive this? Great!

Are you up for the challenge of weekly worship with us for the rest of this series? If so, say, “I’m up for it!”

Are you up for the challenge of staying in Sunday School, Wednesday evening Bible study or meeting with someone weekly? If so, say, “I’m up for it!” Let’s pray.
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